714 of boats sold in the U5, are bought used, Many of these Tave an enduring appeal, having withstood the test of time,
In each issue, we'll feature a review of one powerboat and one sailboat by noted naval architect and swveyor Juck Hornor:

catal i " a 3 B wownw, catalinayachts.com

Somea might say Cataling Yachts builds
Fords Tor cruising sailors; thair hoals are
relatively well Built gnd contempararily styled
and econarmically priced. While some com-
promises are necessany o buld affordable
boats in this size and price range, the fact
i5 rmany of today's cruising sailors gre fullil-
ing lifelong dreams because of Cataling's
efforts to make cruising sailbosts
affordanle to most sailors.

With nearly 3,000 boats sold
over the last 26 years, the Cataling
38 is arguably the mast popular
sailboat of this size ever built.

Designed by in-house naval archi- i

tect Gerry Douglas, the Cataling 36
measures 36" 47 length overall with |
a beam of 11' 11". Draft ranges
between 4 57 and 57 107 depend- /|
ing on vear and keel corfigura- /
tion and designed displacernent
ranges from 13,500 |bs
to 14,100 |hs,

The original Catalina 26,

aging Calaling 36 models are damaged and
leaking deck-to-hull foints, leaking windows
and hatches and perhaps some degres of
camotic Distenng.
The most senous problem |
—r hiaviz seen s severs cormosion of
4 the stainless steel steamhead
Fi '=: Y fitting, to which the forestay
] attaches. A penodic thor
ough inspaction of this
fitting is advised and
it any corasion ar
. crachks are noted con-
Y tact Catalina for rec-
' ommended action.
. On deck the
Y Cataling 36 features
|. Y wide side decks,
i ' double lifelines
Vo and a melded toe
rail for safety.
There is an
anchor locker
and slainless

sometimes called the MK :
|, was introduced with the I/
1882 model vear, The MK -
Il replaced the ariginal madel in 1995 and
remains in production for the 2007 model
vear The ME | shares the same principal
dimensions as the onginal, although the
beam is caried further afl resulting in a sig-
rificantly larger cockpit and & more comiforn-
able and roormy quarter berth cabin.

The Catalinag 36 hull is built of &
lamimate with fiberglsss and plastic resin.
In 1995, Cataling began using virylestsr
rather than polyester resing in outer layers
to mitigate osmotic blisters. The decks and
cabin are a cored composite with either
halza wood and plywood core sandwiched
hetween fiorglass laminates. The deck-to-
hull joint is a shoebox style which is less
expensive 1o build and more vulnerable
o damage fram minor docking incidents
tharn a more substantial flangad joint with
a heswy-duty rub rail. Fiberglass liners are
Lsed extensively for intenor componants
which are tabbed in place with filkerglass
and resin or sat 0 adhesives, The result is
a sound structure but one that is some-
tirnes difficult o access for inspection or
senice, The mosl common problems on

i steel roller al
o Lhe biow for easy
5 handling and stor-
age of ground tackle, All halyards are lad

Lo winches at the companionway and the
mainshest traveler s mounted fonsard of
the companionway to keep controls out of
the cockpit. The cockpit of the 38 1 model
is corainly roomicr than earlier models but
both hee long and cormfortable seating and
wheel steering is at the stem. The original
36 had a solid transom with a stainless
steel boarding ladder that folded up to the
sterm rail. In the early 19905 a swim step
was added to the transom and the cumant
Ik has a walkthrough transom with swim
platform and stainless steel boarding ladder,

Although there have heen several
minor refinements over the vears, the inte-
rior arrangement of today's Catalina 36
iK1 s pretty much the same as it was in
1982, There is a V-berth forward followed
by & head with shower 1o port and hanging
locker and slorage Lo starboard.

In the main saloon here s U-shaped
dinetle w0 port and bwo seats separated by
a sroall table o starboard. The galley s afl
to port and s complele with & double stain-
less steel sink, bwo burner stove and oven,

top loading icebox and adequate storage.
There is a small navigation station opposite
the galley followed by @ quarter berth cabin
wilh an athwartship double berth. The sire
and access to the quarter berth cabin is the
miest notable improverment, made possible
oy the extendad beam of the ME I model.

Auilary power 15 provided by Unversal?
Westebeks marne diesel engines, and
depending on the yvear, power may be three-
ar four-cylinder models ranging from 21 to
30 hp. These are usually reliable engines
with a good network of senice dealers.
Hewveeer, in the fall of 2002, Universal?
Westerbeke issued a serdce hulletin waming
of possible camshaft failure on their X25 and
M35 model engines, Both maodels were used
for the Catalina 36s,

The Cataling 36 is rigged as a mast-
head sloop with a single spreader mast and
fore and aft lower shrouds, Two sail plans are
offered; a standard ng with 555 square feet
af sail area and a wall ng with 601 square
feel, The mast of the tall g is two Teet laller
and the hoom a foot longer 1o account Tor
the extra sail area. The sail area-lo-displace-
rment ratio in eilther case 15 very modest sl
15.2 and 16.5 respectively.

The Catalina 36 has been in produc-
tior for more than 20 years and finding
used models, almost anvawhers in the waorld,
is not difficult, In January 2007 1 found
more than 100 boats offered for sale in the
L.5., Mexico and Eurcpe with asking prices
ranging fram 34,000 for 2 1984 model
o B4, 000 for & 2008 modeal. | found
records of 75 boats sold within the last six
months ranging fraom 30,000 for a 1983
rrodel to $135,000 for a 2005 madel,

It is alwavs nice when there is a strong
support network for used hoat buvers and
the Catalina 38 has one of the hest, The
Catalina 36 owners association has 10 fleets
natiomwide and a Web site al catalina26.org
which is the most impressive and halpful |
have seen. All things considered, the pros
certainly outweigh the cons for anyone look-
ing for an alfordabls cruisng boat in the 36-
fool size range. K

Jack Homor, N.A. s the principal sur
vy and senior designer far the Annapolis-
based Maring Suney & Design Co.
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